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over faction nor the victory of the rule of law over th
stitions of oriental despotism could have been won if
of Gaul and southern Britain had chosen to challenge the power
of Rome in the hour of danger. Happily such a challenge was
not suited to the ambitions of the Celtic chieftains. Instead,
the century of crisis in the Mediterranean and the East was the
century of town building in France and Spain, and even in
Britain there was a great expansion of trade and population.
The Greek geographer Strabo, writing not more than twenty-
five years after Caesar's time, describes a large export trade from
Britain in wheat, cattle, gold, silver, iron, hides, slaves, and
hunting dogs, and under imports mentions bracelets, necklaces,
amber, and glassware.

By the time of the Emperor Claudius, when Rome finally
decided on the conquest of Britain, Britain south and east of
the Weymouth-Bristol-Northampton-Lincoln lines was sub-
stantially romanized, as were the Brigantes in Yorkshire. The
Catuvellauni, Julius Caesar's chief opponents, had enlarged
their kingdom until under Cymbeline (A.D. g-A.D. 42) it
extended from the Weald to Cambridge and from Essex to the
Cherwell valley. To the east another Belgic kingdom extended
from the Weald to Salisbury Plain. In the north, excluding the
territory of the Brigantes, Britain was still in the early Iron Age
and there were substantial Bronze Age survivals.

The lives of these Celtic warriors and traders in the south and
of the primitive unlettered peasants in the north and west seem
remote and irrelevant to us to-day, but the condition of England
at the dawn of the Christian era did in truth predetermine
not only the time and the nature but the extent of the
Roman Conquest, which it is therefore wrong to regard as
the first decisive event in the history of the English-speaking
peoples.

The Romans were rulers, not conquerors or colonizers. The
Roman world was a network of city communities, self-governing
and in the last resort self-sufficient, but depending for their
security on the defence of military frontiers against the bar-
barian, and for their prosperity and progress on secure com-
munications which promoted and protected the greatest system
of international trade over a wide area'ever known until the